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MAKINABOX FROM TRIONIQ KEY COMPONENT TO SGI SERVERS
AND SUPERCOMPUTERS

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif., USA, and Chicoutimi, Quebec, Canada (January 18,
2005)—Silicon Graphics, Inc. (NYSE: SGI) and TRIONIQ® inc, today
announced that SGI's flagship server and visualization systems implement the
MakinaBOX® mechanism developed by TRIONIQ for improving the ease of
maintenance of the I/O modules in its SGI® Altix ® and SGI® Origin © high-
performance computing systems.

These flagship systems are based on SGI® NUMAflex™ scalable shared-
memory system architecture. NUMAflex is a modular approach to computing
that enables users to readily respond to ever changing and demanding
requirements for greater performance, memory and 1/O, or data access and
exchange. The ability to add and/or reconfigure components independently—
for example increasing 1/0 without increasing processors—results in
tremendous system as well as price/performance advantages.

To attain its industry-leading performance advantages SGI favors the use of
PCI I/O interfaces standard in the industry—an economical solution which
adequately meets the technical requirements of the system. Maintenance of
these interface cards however, requires inserting and extracting these boards
while the system is running. The MakinaBOX mechanism designed by
TRIONIQ represents a natural solution to this challenge.

“We were looking for a solution to the problem of I/O interface maintenance
that offered the best price/performance ratio available on the market. The
solution had to comply with our philosophy on modularity. We found our answer
in the MakinaBOX carrier from TRIONIQ.” states Jeff Greenwald, Senior
Director of Product Management and Marketing at SGI. “The MakinaBOX
carrier integrates itself naturally into our design strategy which is characterized
by exceptional modularity, evolving configuration, great ruggedness, high
performance and good price/performance ratio.”

MakinaBOX is a patented mechanism that enables the insertion and extraction
of standard electronic cards—PCI, PCI- X, PCI Express, ISA, etc—without
having to open the computer casing. Offered exclusively by TRIONIQ inc., the
MakinaBOX is designed to facilitate insertion and extraction of boards so no
special technical assistance is required.
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“We designed the MakinaBOX mechanism to answer new market requirements
that pertain particularly to the ease of maintenance and the service continuity of
computing systems. The challenge was to find an economical and effective
solution capable of working with existing or evolving technologies. Our objective
was to provide system developers with a viable solution that would enable them
to continue using industry standards, which are acknowledged to be more
economical, without compromising on ease of maintenance or a corporation's
growing need for continual computing system service. This inspired us to devise
a carrier design that complements existing interfaces,” states Mireille Jean, Vice
President Business Development at TRIONIQ Inc.

TRIONIQ’s MakinaBOX carrier is used in system monitoring solutions for
telecommunication networks as well as in the HPC market. Working with
TRIONIQ, once again SGI strengthens its leadership in the market of modular
systems while TRIONIQ brings to system designers an affordable PCI casing
alternative integrating ease of maintenance and system continuity capabilities.

About SILICON GRAPHICS | The Source of Innovation and Discovery™
SGI (NYSE: SGI), also known as Silicon Graphics, Inc., is a world leader in
high-performance computing, visualization and storage. SGI's vision is to
provide technology that enables the most significant scientific and creative
breakthroughs of the 21st century. Whether it's sharing images to aid in brain
surgery, finding oil more efficiently, studying global climate or enabling the
transition from analog to digital broadcasting, SGI is dedicated to addressing the
next class of challenges for scientific, engineering and creative users. With
offices worldwide, the company is headquartered in Mountain View, Calif., and
can be found on the Web at www.sgi.com.

About TRIONIQ INC

Founded in 1984, TRIONIQ Inc. is a privately held company headquartered in
Chicoutimi, Québec, Canada. Its flagship product MakinaBOX is a patented card
carrier mechanism. TRIONIQ’s vision is to offer to the industry at large the
MakinaBOX mechanism which is a natural answer to the often contradictory
needs of micro-electronics, PC packaging and service continuity for computers.
For more on TRIONIQ Inc. and MakinaBOX, visit www.makinabox.com
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